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City Of Birmingham Multi-Modal Transportation Board 

Thursday, May 19th, 2022 

151 Martin Street, City Commission Room 205, Birmingham, MI 

Minutes of the special transportation day meeting of the City of Birmingham Multi-Modal 

Transportation Board held Thursday, May 19th, 2022. Chair Doug White convened the meeting at 

12:05 pm.  

A. Roll call 

Present: Chair Doug White; Board Members David Hocker, Tom Peard, Joe Zane 
 

Absent: Board Member Michael St. Germain;  
  Anthony Long, Victoria Policicchio, Alternate Board Member Mark Doolittle; Student 

Representative Isabela Betanzos, Alternate Board Member Amanda Fishburn; 
Student Representative Ben Rosenfield 

 
 
Administration:   

Brooks Cowan, Senior Planner  
 

MKSK: Kristyn Bowden 
 
B. Approval of MMTB Minutes  
 
(No minutes were reviewed during the special meeting) 
 
C. Introductions & Chair Comments  
 
D. Review of the Agenda 
 
E. New Business 
 
The Board members gathered at Birmingham Roast around 12pm to begin their day. Staff went 
over the DART app to download and use for riding the bus and and the Transit app for bus timing 
and Mogo bike share use. Some board members had dificulty setting up accounts with the apps 
in a short period of time and linking a credit card for payments. 
 
Board members and staff caught the 461 SMART bus at 12:41pm heading southbound. The new 
screens at the SMART stops aligned with the predicted arrival time on the Transit app. Chairman 
Doug White had difficulty using the DART app and paid cash to ride. The bus was approximately 
halfway occupied and members had little difficulty finding a seat. 
 
Board members exited the bus at 9 Mile and Woodward at approximately 1pm and walked along 
9 Mile to the Ferndale City Hall. A Ferndale DDA employee was there to greet the Birmingham 
representatives and assist in checking out a Mogo bike to ride. MKSK representative Kristyn 
Bowden also arrived at this time to join staff and Board members. Some participants were able 
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to use the Transit App to check out a Mogo bike. Others had difficulty entering payment 
information on the app and doing everything via their phone. Upon giving up using their phone 
the check out a bike, participants used the Mogo kiosk where users inserted a credit card, agreed 
to payment, and were issued a paper ticket with an unlocking code for a bike. 
 
At approximately 1:30pm, all participants had bikes and began riding westbound in the bike lane 
along 9 mile. The bike lane ended near 9 Mile and Woodward where the lane narrowed and was 
a bit tighter for bike riders and cars to be traveling in the same space. After crossing Woodward, 
the Board members turned into the alley behind the restaurants and shops along 9 Mile to avoid 
9 Mile traffic. The Board members rode along the alley and residential streets heading west 
towards Pinecrest Drive. 
 
Board members turned right on Pinecrest Drive and rode north within the painted bike lane area. 
There was a small Mogo station at Gehry Park along the way and then the bike lane ended once 
it reached Pleasant Ridge City limits. The Board turned right and rode eastbound through Pleasant 
Ridge’s residential streets to Stephenson Park. The Board crossed Woodward at the Oakland Park 
Blvd intersection which provided enough crossing time at the stoplight for riders to safely make 
it from one side of Woodward to another. 
 
The route then continued eastbound on Woodward Heights road where members rode in a  
painted bike lane along the curb. Board members passed by another Mogo station at Urbanrest 
Brewery. The Board then turned right on Hilton Road and continued south, still within a painted 
bike lane. Hilton Road had more traffic along the bike lane, and there was less of a buffer between 
the painted lane and drive lane. The bike lane was also between parked cars and the driving lane 
which was busier than riding in the bike lanes along Pinecrest and Woodward Heights. 
 
Board members thought it would be nice to try and get food at Detroit Fleet, so the participants 
headed east on 9 Mile in the bike lane. There were comments that it appeared as though 9 Mile 
in that area was converted from 4 lanes to 3 lanes with a center turn lane and bike lanes. The 
bike lanes were fairly wide and provided enough space to feel safe. Upon arrival, it was discovered 
that Detroit Fleet was not open for lunch, though the Board members took time to check out the 
smaller Mogo station located at the restaurant. Board members then rode in the bike lane along 
9 Mile back to the Ferndale City Hall and parked their Mogo bikes around 2:15pm. 
 
Birmingham staff and Board members then met at Comos with Ferndale City officials including 
Sommer Realy of the DDA, City Manager Joe Gaciuk, Mayor Melanie Piana, and Planning staff 
Kyle Bryce, Roger Caruso, and Christine Ross. 
 
Mrs. Realy and Joe Gaciuk discussed how the City coordinates with Mogo and determines bike 
station locations. It was also discussed how Mogo works with Ferndale on trialing new elements 
and getting feedback from the City and users. 
 
Mayor Piana then discussed what the process was like for Ferndale in pursuing a road diet for 
Woodward Avenue and reducing the vehicle travel lanes from 4 lanes down to 3. The Mayor 
emphasized maintaining constant communication with all political representatives and 
governmental organizations involved. The process can be long and require persistence from the 
local government to demonstrate to MDOT that the City is serious about what they are pursuing. 
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It was also discussed how local push-back against the road diet proposal will be an inherent part 
of the process, and how local representatives will have to be resilient in the face of opposition if 
they truly wish to pursue the road diet. Mayor Piana discussed how she feels that a road diet is 
worth pursuing given that pedestrians and cyclists are much more exposed to danger while 
crossing the street, and therefore additional safety features should be implemented to protect 
them and prioritize their safety over vehicle moving speeds. 
 
Board members and staff wrapped up their conversations with Ferndale City employees and 
representatives around 4:10pm and headed out to the bus stop at 9 Mile and Woodward. The 
bus station arrival time and Transit app arrival time were once again correct. Board members got 
on the 461 SMART bus northbound at 4:15 pm which was close to full occupancy, participants 
could not all sit together given the limited number of seats available. Board members then exited 
the bus at Woodward and 15 Mile around 4:40pm. 
 
At this time, staff member Brooks Cowan, Chairman Doug White, and Board member David 
Hocker decided it would be a good idea to try crossing at the newly painted Forest and Woodward 
crosswalk and take that over to Brown Street. While standing at the crossing area on the east 
side of Woodward, the car in the easternmost right lane slowed to a stop to let the pedestrians 
cross. As the three of them began crossing, traffic from the light at Hazel began proceeding at a 
high speed and did not appear to be slowing down. The three of them began to run across the 
four lanes of Woodward as the oncoming traffic proceeded at high speeds. The drivers then 
honked at staff and Board members. The three of them made it safely to the median only by 
running across three lanes of traffic. While standing in the median, a driver then proceeded to 
yell at the three Birmingham representatives. Comments from the board members were that that 
crosswalk is a mess and something needs to be done to make it safer for everyone.  
 
The three of them made it safely across southbound Woodward when the traffic signal stopped 
vehicles from proceeding to conclude their day. 
 
G. Meeting Open to the Public for Items not on the Agenda 
 
H. Miscellaneous Communications  
 
I. Adjournment  
 
The transportation day meeting concluded at 4:40pm.  
 

Brooks Cowan, Senior Planner 

 

 


